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NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS:
EQUITY FOR STUDENTS, EDUCATORS, AND OTHER PROGRAM
BENEFICIARIES

Section 427 of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) (20 U.S.C. 1228a) applies to applicants for
grant awards under this program.

ALL APPLICANTS FOR NEW GRANT AWARDS MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION IN THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS PROVISION IN ORDER TO
RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER THIS PROGRAM.

Please respond to the following requests for information:

1. Describe how your entity’s existing mission, policies, or commitments ensure equitable access to,
and equitable participation in, the proposed project or activity.

Palauis committedto ensuringchildrenandyouthwith disabilitieshaveequitableaccess$o andparticipationin educational
servicesjncludingspecialeducatiorandrelatedservicesunderIDEA. Policiesandprocedureslignedwith IDEA
requirementgarein placethatguidethe PalauMinistry of Education(MOE) in planningandimplementingactivitiesto
ensurestudentswith disabilitiesareidentified,located andservedwith equitableaccesdo thegenerakurriculum.

PalauSpecialEducationProgram MOE employsspecialeducatiorteachersandrelatedserviceprovidersto support
studentswith disabilitiesat the schools Employmenipportunitiesareannouncedia radio,andarepostedon a designated
areaatthe Bureauof HumanResourcesinderthe Ministry of HumanResourcesCulture, Tourism,andDevelopment
(MHRCTD) andthe government-widevebsite(palaugov.orgjor all potentialapplicantsvho meetthe position
qualifications. Specialeducatiorteachersareplacedin the public schoolsunderthe supervisiorof the schooladministrator:
whereeligible studentswith disabilitiesareenrolled.Relatedserviceproviderstravelto the schoolswhereeligible students
with disabilitiesareenrolledto providetheir services.

MOE continuego seekandmakeavailableteachetrainingactivitieson evidencebasedpracticesandinstructional
strategiesn ReadingandMath to ensuresquitableaccesdor diverselearnersThe Bureauof CurriculumandInstruction
responsibldor teachetraining hasinitiatedthe coachingprocesst schoolsto ensurgeacherseceiveongoingtrainingand
supportto improveinstruction. MOE requireseacherso participatein professionatievelopmenactivitiesfor capacity
building to improveinstruction.

MOE requiresparticipationof all studentsincludingstudentswith disabilities,in the Palauidentified statewideassessment
Studentawith disabilitiesparticipatein the assessmentith or withoutaccommodationasstatedn their IEPs.Students
with disabilitieswho cannotparticipatein theregularstatewideassessmemtarticipateghroughanalternateassessment,
consistentith theIDEA requirements.

Palauhasonly onepublic high schoolthatis locatedin Koror. All childrenwho finish elementarymustrelocateto Koror to
attendhigh schoolif theylive in theouterislands.Sincethe public high schooldoesnot provideliving accommodationthis
becomesa disadvantagéor childrenwho hasto live with relativesin Koror in orderto attendhigh school. MOE putin place
apublic high schoolonline programfor studentsvho mustcomefrom thefarthestislandsto the northandsouthof Palau.
This providesthemthe opportunityto earntheir high schooldiplomawithout relocatingto Koror to physicallyattendpublic
high school.


https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2020-title20/html/USCODE-2020-title20-chap31-subchapII-part2-sec1228a.htm
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2. Based on your proposed project or activity, what barriers may impede equitable access and
participation of students, educators, or other beneficiaries?

Thebarrierfor Palauis thelack of qualified specialeducatiorteacherandpersonnein the specializecareado provide
relatedserviceqe.g.speectpathologistpccupationatherapist).
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3. Based on the barriers identified, what steps will you take to address such barriers to equitable
access and participation in the proposed project or activity?

To addresshe shortagenf qualified specialeducatiorteachersPalauMOE partneredvith PalauCommunityCollege
(PCC)andUniversity of Guam(UOG) to createa bachelor'slegregprogramwhereincumbenteacherdakeonline courses
from UOG Schoolof Educatiornto earna bachelor'siegreen elementaryeducatiorwith specializationn specialeducation,
This partnershigrovidesthe opportunityfor MOE to ensurecompliancewith the IDEA requiremenfor specialeducation
teacherandto improvestudentresults. Currently,thereare20 incumbenteachersn the UOG Cohorttakingonline
coursesn theeveningandteachingduringtheday.

To addresshe personneskill developmenin relatedservicesthe SpecialEducationProgram MOE contractsvith UOG
Centerfor Excellencan DevelopmentaDisabilitiesEducation ResearchandService(CEDDERS)to facilitatethe
availability of off-island consultantsincludinga physicaltherapistandspeectpathologistio provideongoing
virtual/on-sitetrainingandsupportto teacherstelatedserviceproviders,andparentso ensurerelatedserviceneedsof
studentswith disabilitiesaremet. In addition,anoff-islandclinical psychologiswvith expertisan autismprovidestraining
andsupportto healthproviders,educatiorpersonnelincludingrelatedserviceproviders andparentson theidentification
andserviceprovisionsfor studenton the autismspectrum. This technicalassistancandtraining supportcontinuego bea
collaborativeeffort betweerhealth,educationandthe parentorganization PalauParentEmpoweredPPE)thatservesas
the PalauParentTrainingandinformation(PTI) program. Also, througha partnershipwith the Ministry of Healthand
HumanServicesstudentwith disabilitieshaveaccesso occupationatherapyservicesandsupport.

MOE continuego accesgechnicalassistancandsupportirom OSEPfundedTA centersandotherTA providersin the
Pacificregion,suchasUOG CEDDERS to supportteacherstelatedservicegproviders andotherprogrampersonnel
involvedin otheractivitiesto meetIDEA requirementandto improveeducationatesultsfor studentswith disabilities.
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4. What is your timeline, including targeted milestones, for addressing these identified barriers?

It is anticipatedhatthe 20 incumbenteachersn the UOG Cohortwill be graduatingwvith abachelor'siegreen elementary
educatiorwith specializatiorin specialeducatiorin 2024.

MOE will continueto accessechnicalassistancandsupportfrom OSEPfundedTA centersandotherTA providersin the
PacificregionsuchasUOG CEDDERSto supportteacherstelatedservicegroviders,andotherprogrampersonnel
involvedin otheractivitiesto meetIDEA requirementandto improveeducationatesultsfor studentswith disabilities.
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Notes:

1. Applicants are not required to have mission statements or policies that align with equity in order
to submit an application.

2. Applicants may identify any barriers that may impede equitable access and participation in the
proposed project or activity, including, but not limited to, barriers based on economic
disadvantage, gender, race, ethnicity, color, national origin, disability, age, language, migrant
status, rural status, homeless status or housing insecurity, pregnancy, parenting, or caregiving
status, and sexual orientation.

3. Applicants may have already included some or all of this required information in the narrative
sections of their applications or their State Plans. In responding to this requirement, for each
guestion, applicants may provide a cross-reference to the section(s) and page number(s) in their
applications or State Plans that includes the information responsive to that question on this form
or may restate that information on this form.

Paperwork Burden Statement

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information
unless such collection displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information
collection is 1894-0005. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 3 hours per
response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering, and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. The obligation to respond to this collection is
required to obtain or retain a benefit. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate or
suggestions for improving this individual collection, send your comments to ICDocketMar@ed.gov and reference OMB
Control Number 1894-0005. All other comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual form may be
addressed to either (a) the person listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section in the competition
Notice Inviting Applications, or (b) your assigned program officer.



mailto:ICDocketMgr@ed.gov

	Q1Response: Palau is committed to ensuring children and youth with disabilities have equitable access to and participation in educational services, including special education and related services under IDEA.  Policies and procedures aligned with IDEA requirements are in place that guide the Palau Ministry of Education (MOE) in planning and implementing activities to ensure students with disabilities are identified, located, and served with equitable access to the general curriculum. 

Palau Special Education Program, MOE employs special education teachers and related service providers to support students with disabilities at the schools. Employment opportunities are announced via radio, and are posted on a designated area at the Bureau of Human Resources under the Ministry of Human Resources, Culture, Tourism, and Development (MHRCTD) and the government-wide website (palaugov.org) for all potential applicants who meet the position qualifications.  Special education teachers are placed in the public schools under the supervision of the school administrators where eligible students with disabilities are enrolled. Related service providers travel to the schools where eligible students with disabilities are enrolled to provide their services.  

MOE continues to seek and make available teacher training activities on evidence based practices and instructional strategies in Reading and Math to ensure equitable access for diverse learners. The Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction responsible for teacher training has initiated the coaching process at schools to ensure teachers receive ongoing training and support to improve instruction.  MOE requires teachers to participate in professional development activities for capacity building to improve instruction. 

MOE requires participation of all students, including students with disabilities, in the Palau identified statewide assessment. Students with disabilities participate in the assessment with or without accommodations as stated in their IEPs. Students with disabilities who cannot participate in the regular statewide assessment participates through an alternate assessment, consistent with the IDEA requirements.

Palau has only one public high school that is located in Koror. All children who finish elementary must relocate to Koror to attend high school if they live in the outer islands. Since the public high school does not provide living accommodations this becomes a disadvantage for children who has to live with relatives in Koror in order to attend high school. MOE put in place a public high school online program for students who must come from the farthest islands to the north and south of Palau.  This provides them the opportunity to earn their high school diploma without relocating to Koror to physically attend public high school.
	Q3Response: To address the shortage of qualified special education teachers, Palau MOE partnered with Palau Community College (PCC) and University of Guam (UOG) to create a bachelor's degree program where incumbent teachers take online courses from UOG School of Education to earn a bachelor's degree in elementary education with specialization in special education. This partnership provides the opportunity for MOE to ensure compliance with the IDEA requirement for special education teachers and to improve student results.  Currently, there are 20 incumbent teachers in the UOG Cohort taking online courses in the evening and teaching during the day.

To address the personnel skill development in related services, the Special Education Program, MOE contracts with UOG Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and Service (CEDDERS) to facilitate the availability of off-island consultants, including a physical therapist and speech pathologist, to provide ongoing virtual/on-site training and support to teachers, related service providers, and parents to ensure related service needs of students with disabilities are met.  In addition, an off-island clinical psychologist with expertise in autism provides training and support to health providers, education personnel, including related service providers, and parents on the identification and service provisions for students on the autism spectrum.  This technical assistance and training support continues to be a collaborative effort between health, education, and the parent organization - Palau Parents Empowered (PPE) that serves as the Palau Parent Training and Information (PTI) program.  Also, through a partnership with the Ministry of Health and Human Services, students with disabilities have access to occupational therapy services and support. 

MOE continues to access technical assistance and support from OSEP funded TA centers and other TA providers in the Pacific region, such as UOG CEDDERS, to support teachers, related services providers, and other program personnel involved in other activities to meet IDEA requirements and to improve educational results for students with disabilities.
	Q4Response: It is anticipated that the 20 incumbent teachers in the UOG Cohort will be graduating with a bachelor's degree in elementary education with specialization in special education in 2024.

MOE will continue to access technical assistance and support from OSEP funded TA centers and other TA providers in the Pacific region such as UOG CEDDERS to support teachers, related services providers, and other program personnel involved in other activities to meet IDEA requirements and to improve educational results for students with disabilities.
	Q2Response: The barrier for Palau is the lack of qualified special education teachers and personnel in the specialized areas to provide related services (e.g. speech pathologist, occupational therapist). 



   


